[image: ]





PRESS RELEASE
IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FPB ADVISES THE PUBLIC NOT TO SHARE OR DISTRIBUTE PRIVATE SEXUAL FILMS OR PHOTOGRAPHS WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE INDIVIDUAL(S) WHO APPEAR IN THE PHOTOGRAPH OR FILM.

10 November 2025, Centurion. The Film and Publication Board (FPB) has noted with concern a video clip circulating on various social media platforms which depicts two individuals who are engaging in sexual conduct.  

[bookmark: _Hlk213689990][bookmark: _Hlk213690558]We wish to remind members of the public that in terms of section 18F (1) of the Films and Publications Act, 1996 (Act No. 65 of 1996) as amended, (FP Act) that no person may expose, through any medium, including the internet and social media, a private sexual photograph or film if the disclosure is made without the consent of the individual(s) who appear in the photograph or film; and with the intention of causing that individual (or individuals) harm. 

Any person who distributes such a private sexual video in any medium including the internet and social media, shall be guilty of an offence and liable upon conviction, to a fine up to R300.000 or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding four years or to both a fine and such imprisonment.  

By the powers entrusted in it, the FPB has issued take-down notice on social media platforms of the said video clip. Internally, the FPB shall monitor the take-down notice to digital platforms to ensure that no further dissemination or distribution by the public occurs.  Members of the public are advised not to share, re-post or distribute the said video in any form as they will equally be guilty of the dissemination or distribution of prohibited content as defined in the FP Act, thus being held liable for fines and penalties prescribed by the Act.   
 
 
The FPB recognises the rights to dignity and privacy enshrined in the constitution, to which the individuals depicted in video are also entitled. We also recognise the harms to the individuals concerned. Such images continue to elicit misogynistic attitudes prevalent within our society, with females involved taking an uneven load of public shaming. The FPB calls therefore for those advocating against all forms of gender-based violence to condemn such acts as we rally behind the Government’s National Strategic Plan on GBVF’s vision of “A South Africa free from gender-based violence directed at women, children and LGBTQIA+ persons” (GBV -The Presidency).

[bookmark: _Hlk213691807]Fortunately, there is some recourse for victims of non-consensual sharing of intimate images. Any member of the public as well as victims of the distribution of such content may lodge a complaint with the FPB through the email:clientsupport@fpb.org.za and the FPB shall investigate, and if it finds that an offence has been committed, it shall issue a take-down notice on social media platforms and may also refer the matter to the entity’s Enforcement Committee for adjudication and for imposition of a fine.

					ENDS

For media enquiries or interviews, please contact: 
Ms Manala Botolo 
Assistant Manager Communications and Marketing
Email: manala.botolo@fpb.org.za 
Cell: 082 860 6748 

Or

Ms Nthabiseng May
Manager Communications and Marketing
Email: Nthabiseng.may@fpb.rg.za
Cell: 082 307 4706
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Content Regulatory Authority of South Africa.
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