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PRESS RELEASE
IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FPB WELCOMES THE ARREST OF SOUTH AFRICAN MAN LINKED TO GLOBAL SEXTORTION SYNDICATE

CENTURION 

The Film and Publication Board (FPB), welcomes the recent arrest of a South African suspect that is allegedly linked to an international digital sextortion ring which tragically resulted in the suicide of a Swiss teenager we share in the grief of the family.

This arrest underscores both the borderless nature of digital crimes and the devastating real-world consequences of technology-facilitated crimes. Sextortion involves coercing victims – frequently minors and young adults – into sharing intimate images and subsequently threatening to publicise the content unless financial demands or further explicit requests are met. 

"This heartbreaking case demonstrates the profound emotional distress, shame, and powerlessness experienced by victims of online crimes," said FPB Acting Chief Executive Officer, Adv. Makhosazana Lindhorst. "Perpetrators weaponise digital platforms to systematically break down young people, often driving them to despair within a matter of hours. 

The FPB commends law enforcement agencies, including the South African Police Service (SAPS) Cybercrime Unit and international policing partners, for bringing this suspect to book." 
The FPB calls on South Africa’s judicial system to impose the maximum statutory penalties available under law to signal an absolute zero-tolerance stance against cyber-crimes.

Perpetrators operating within South African borders face severe prosecution under a comprehensive legal framework designed to combat child exploitation and cybercrime.
 Section 18F of the Films and Publications Act 65 of 1996 criminalises the creation, possession, or distribution of non-consensual sexual images. Where victims are under 18 years of age, the compilation or transmission of such material is classified as Child Sexual Abuse Material (CSAM), otherwise referred to as child pornography, carrying heavy sentence.
We urge parents, caregivers, and educators to maintain open, non-judgmental discussions with children regarding digital safety, privacy settings, and the dangers of engaging with unknown accounts on social media and gaming platforms.

 Young people should know that being targeted through sextortion, non-consensual sharing of intimate images and sexual abuse material scheme makes them the victim of a serious crime, not wrongdoers. Victims should never pay, send additional images, or suffer in silence. 

Immediate steps should include stopping all communication with the extortionist, taking screenshots of messages and account handles as evidence, and blocking the perpetrator.

Victims, families, or anyone with information regarding online exploitation are urged to make use of dedicated support and reporting channels immediately.
FPB Online Hotline: Report CSAM, non-consensual image sharing, or harmful digital content at www.fpb.org.za or via the FPB Hotline at 0800 148 148.

For media enquiries or interviews, please contact: 
Ms Nthabiseng May
Manager Communications and Marketing
Email: Nthabiseng.may@fpb.rg.za
Cell: 082 307 4706
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